
Chronicle of a Death Foretold

Gabriel García Márquez presents a masterpiece of magical realism that 
explores how a publicly announced murder could not be prevented by an 
entire community. Based on a real event that occurred in 1951 in 
Colombia, this novel interweaves themes of honor, destiny, memory, and 
collective responsibility in a non-linear narrative that reveals the 
complexities of Latin American society.



Biography of Gabriel García Márquez

Origins and Education

He grew up in Aracataca, 
Colombia, in the home of his 
maternal grandparents. His 
grandfather Nicolás, a veteran 
colonel of the Thousand Days' 
War, told him stories that would 
influence his work.

Journalistic Career

He worked as a foreign 
correspondent, living in Rome, 
Paris, Barcelona, Bogotá, Caracas, 
New York, and Mexico City, 
experiences that enriched his 
literary perspective.

Worldwide Recognition

He achieved international fame 
with "One Hundred Years of 
Solitude" (1967), inaugurating 
the Latin American literary boom. 
He received the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1982 and passed 
away in 2014.



Historical Context

The Real Crime

The novel is based on a murder that occurred in 
1951 in Sucre, Colombia, where Cayetano Gentile 

Chimento was killed by two brothers who claimed 
he had dishonored their sister before her marriage 
to another man.

Márquez, a friend of Cayetano's family, promised 
his mother not to write about the incident until 

after her death.

Colombia and its Society

The work reflects the social stratification and 
economic inequality in Colombia, vestiges of 

colonialism. The arrival of Bayardo San Román, 
with his wealth and urban origin, highlights these 
differences.

The influence of Catholicism in South American 
culture is fundamental to understanding the 

concepts of honor and purity that motivate the 
crime.

Religious Influence

Catholic traditions and beliefs shaped the moral 
codes that governed Colombian society during 

this period, particularly regarding concepts of 
family honor, feminine virtue, and masculine 
responsibility.



Plot Summary

The Wedding and Rejection

Bayardo San Román, a wealthy outsider, marries 

Angela Vicario. On their wedding night, he discovers 
that she is not a virgin and returns her to her parents.

The Accusation

Under pressure from her brothers, Angela names 

Santiago Nasar as the one responsible for her 
dishonor. Pedro and Pablo Vicario decide to kill him to 

defend the family honor.
The Announcement of the Crime

The Vicario brothers publicly announce their intention 

to kill Santiago. Almost the entire town finds out, but 
no one manages to prevent it. The Murder

Santiago, unaware of the danger, is brutally murdered 

in front of his house while the entire town watches, 
culminating in a tragedy that seemed predestined.



Major Characters

Santiago Nasar

Protagonist and victim of the murder. Son of an Arab immigrant and a local woman. 

Wealthy, respected in the community although his ethnicity raises suspicions. Womanizer 

and engaged to Flora Miguel without truly loving her.

The Narrator

Friend of Santiago and distant relative of the Vicario family. Returns to the town decades 

later to reconstruct the facts of the crime that obsesses him, collecting testimonies to 

understand how no one could have prevented it.

Angela Vicario

Young woman from a conservative and modest family. Forced to marry Bayardo without 

loving him. After being returned to her family, she names Santiago as her seducer and later 

develops an obsession with Bayardo.

The Vicario Brothers

Pedro (authoritarian, ex-military) and Pablo (more imaginative, butcher). They murder 

Santiago for "family honor", although they seem reluctant and openly announce their 

intentions, as if expecting to be stopped.

Bayardo San Román

Wealthy outsider who arrives in town and quickly decides to marry Angela Vicario. Son of a 

hero from the civil wars, he displays his wealth ostentatiously. He returns Angela to her 

parents upon discovering she is not a virgin, then falls into alcoholism before eventually 

returning to her years later.

The Visiting Magistrate

Arrives twelve days after the murder to conduct the investigation. Impressed by the strange 

circumstances surrounding the death, he incorporates supernatural elements into his report. 

His meticulous documentation becomes the foundation for the narrator's reconstruction of 

events years later.



Main Themes

Destiny vs. Free Will

Santiago's death seems predestined by 
fatal coincidences, but is also the result of 
human decisions. The novel explores this 
paradox: was Santiago doomed from the 
beginning or could his death have been 

avoided?

Reality, Fiction, and Memory

The contradictory recollections of 
witnesses question the nature of truth. 
Memory is presented as a construction 
similar to fiction, blurring the boundaries 
between the real and the imagined.

The Sacred and the Profane

The community oscillates between 
religious devotion and depravity. 
Traditional values of purity and honor 
coexist with immoral behaviors, revealing 
social hypocrisy.

Gender, Class, and Social Constraints

The novel examines how gender, social 
class, and ethnicity determine the 

characters' fates in a rigidly structured and 
deeply sexist society.



Symbols and Motifs

The Bishop

Represents the absence of the 
divine. His refusal to stop in 
the town symbolizes the 
spiritual abandonment of the 
community.

The River

Symbolizes time that 
advances inexorably while 
seeming to repeat itself. It 
also represents the isolation 
of the town from the outside 
world.

The Flowers

Associated with death and 
present in character names. 
Santiago observes that the 
floral decorations of the 
wedding "equal in cost to 
those of fourteen first-class 
funerals".

The Birds

Connect love and violence. 
They appear in Santiago's 
premonitory dream and in his 
passion for falconry, 
symbolizing omens and 
destiny.



Contemporary Relevance

Critique of Patriarchal Justice

The acquittal of the Vicario brothers for the "legitimate defense of honor" questions judicial systems that still today privilege archaic concepts of male honor 

over human life.

• Reflects current debates on femicides and gender-based violence

• Questions legal responsibility in "culturally justified" crimes

Collective Responsibility

The complicity of the entire town in the murder resonates in contemporary societies where inaction in the face of evident injustices remains common.

• Parallels with the "bystander effect" in modern tragedies

• Questions our moral responsibility in the face of announced violence

Universality of Magic Realism

The fusion of the everyday with the extraordinary has influenced world literature, offering a way to represent complex realities that transcends cultural 

boundaries.

• Inspiration for contemporary global writers

• Narrative method that allows exploring collective traumas
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