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The Odyssey

‘s by Homer oo

Brief Biography of Homer

e Little is known about his life

e Many believe Homer never existed — s
a pseudonym for multiple authors o

e Others believe he was a blind court
singer in 8th century BC
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e His two epics are the first known
works of Western literature
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Historical Context

Most ancient Greeks believed the Trojan War took place in the 11th or 12th
century BC on a slightly smaller scale than depicted in legend. Medieval and
Renaissance scholars dismissed the Trojan War as pure invention, but modern
archaeologists have excavated sites topographically matching The Iliad’s
geography. Today most scholars agree Mycenaean Greeks stormed a city
called Troy in the 11th century BC, though the battle details in The lliad and
The Odyssey are considered fictitious.
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Written: Genre: Setting: Climax: POV: Literary Period:
8th-7th Epic Poem Mycenaean Greece, Slaughter of Third person Ancient Greece

century BC 12th century BC the suitors omniscient (pre-Classical)
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Plot Summary

Calypso & Ithaca

Odysseus trapped on Ogyagia; suitors overrun his home.

Escape from Ogygia

Zeus sends Hermes to order Calypso to release Odysseus, but
Odysseus must build the raft himself using bronze tools. In his
journey, Poseidon creates a storm. Odysseus survives only
because Athena intervenes and calms the breakers.

Return to Ithaca

Odysseus arrives disguised as a beggar; reunites secretly with

Telemachus.

Slaughter of the Suitors

Odysseus, Telemachus, Eumaeus, and Philoetius kill all the

suitors.

e

Telemachus's Journey

Athena guides him to Pylos and Sparta; Menelaus confirms
Odysseus is alive.

The Great Voyage

Odysseus recounts: Cyclops, Circe, Sirens, Scylla & Charybdis,
Cattle of the Sun.

The Bow Contest

Penelope proposes the archery contest. Several men had already
failed. Penelope declares that she will marry whoever can string

it and shoot an arrow through all twelve axes.

Reunion & Peace

Odysseus reunites with Penelope (bridal bed test); Zeus orders
lasting peace.
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Odysseus Telemachus Penelope Athena
King of Ithaca. Cunning hero, QOdysseus's son. Matures from Loyal, clever wife. Weaves Goddess of wisdom. Secretly
contradictory: brave champion nervous youth to confident man and unweaves shroud to delay guides Odysseus and Telemachus;
yet plaything of gods. under Athena's guidance. suitors; tests Odysseus with often disguised as mortals
Humbled by journey. the bridal bed. or a bird.

& Mmor Characters ®

Poseidon Calypso Circe Antinous Eumaeus Tiresias Agamemnon Achilles
Sea god, enemy Goddess who holds Witch who turns Most insolent suitor, Loyal Prophet in the Ghost who warns Ghost who regrets
of Odysseus Odysseus 7 years men to pigs first to die swineherd underworld Odysseus choosing glory

over life
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Themes
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" Fate, The Gods % /7" Piety, Customs 7 Cunning, Disquise
& Free Will ; & Justice & Self-Restraint
L 2 o ¢ PN

Three forces shape lives: fate,
divine intervention, and human
\ choice. Gods help or hinder
x but cannot override destiny.
% hether divine acts inspire or 47
control free will remains 47/
deliberately blurry.

Odysseus survives by separating %\
feeling from action. Disquise &
externalizes self-restraint. His 4(/

crew repeatedly fails from lack of /

“ restraint — eating Circe’s meal,

slaughtenng the Cattle of //

the Sun.
( ﬂﬂﬂ@ﬂﬁmﬁlﬁl_’rﬂ'ﬂrjﬁb

Hospitality to strangers, respect

for family and marriage, and
& punishment of violators define
%, morality. The gods reward piety
':*\and punish hubris, though dlvme/j
\\ justice is often arbltrary and ;5‘-»

Glory & Honor
4

/
Memory drives noble action; \; 5

loss of memory (Lotus-Eaters,
Circe, Sirens) erases desire
and reduces men to /““

animals. /s’/
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Glory comes from battle and
cunning; honor from just
conduct. Odysseus shifts from /,
pursuing glory to defending ¢’
\'\r\ honor over the course of /é
; his journey. 5,4/
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Summary & Analysis: Books 1-6

Telemachus visits Nestor at Pylos. Nestor praises Odysseus and
warns of the dangers of homecoming. Theme: Glory & Honor.

Telemachus visits Menelaus and Helen in Sparta. Menelaus confirms

Odysseus is alive on Calypso's island. Theme: Memory & Grief.
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Book 1 Book 2
The gods debate Odysseus's fate. Athena visits Telemachus as Telemachus calls an assembly, rebukes the suitors, and secretly
Mentes, urging him to seek his father. Theme: Fate & Free Will. prepares a ship to sail. Theme: Piety & Justice.
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Book 3 Book 4
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Book 5 Book 6
Zeus orders Calypso to release Odysseus. He builds a raft, is Nausicaa finds Odysseus on the beach and brings him to the
shipwrecked by Poseidon, and swims to Phaeacia. Theme: Fate & Phaeacian court. Theme: Cunning & Disguise.
Free Will.
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Summary & Analysis: Books 7-14

rBook?

Odysseus humbles himself
before King Alcinous and
Queen Arete, choosing
cunning over glory. He

Book 8

Demodocus sings of Troy —
Odysseus weeps. He
defeats the Phaeacians at
athletics but restrains his

Book 9

Odysseus recounts the
Cicones and Lotus-Eaters,
then blinds Polyphemus. His
fatal boast to the Cyclops

Book 10

The crew opens Aeolus’s bag
of winds and loses Ithaca.
Circe turns men to pigs;
Hermes gives Odysseus moly.

In the Underworld, Tiresias
warns Odysseus to spare
the Cattle. His mother died
longing for him.
Agamemnon warns of
treachery at home; Achilles
regrets choosing glory.

Theme: Glory & Honor.

L

Oduysseus passes the Sirens
tied to the mast. Scylla takes
six men. While Odysseus
sleeps, the crew slaughters
the Cattle of the Sun; Zeus
destroys the ship.

Theme: Cunning & Self-
Restraint.

The Phaeacians deliver
Odysseus to Ithaca.
Poseidon punishes them.
Athena disguises
Oduysseus as a beggar
and warns him of the
suitors.

Theme: Fate & Free Will.

.

laments that base hunger boasting enough to honor earns Poseidon’s wrath. The crew lingers a year in

erases noble desire for home.| | his host. Theme: Cunning & Disguise: pleasure, forgetting home.

Theme: Memory & Grief. Theme: Glory & Honor. Glory & Honor. Theme: Memory & Grief.
Book 11 Book 12 Book 13 Book 14

L

At Eumaeus’s farm,
Odysseus invents a Cretan
identity, a story mirroring his
own but

substituting humility for
pride — the older, wiser
version of himself.

Theme: Cunning & Disguise.
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Summary & Analysis: Books 15-24

Odysseus enters the palace as a beggar. His dog Argos recognizes
him and dies. Antinous strikes him. Theme: Piety & Justice.

4 N )
Book 15 Book 16
Telemachus returns to Ithaca with the prophet Theoclymenus. Odysseus reveals himself to Telemachus. They plan to slaughter the
Eumaeus tells Odysseus his life story. Theme: Memory & Grief. suitors. Theme: Cunning & Disguise.
\ /L /
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Book 17 Book 18

Odysseus fights the beggar Irus. Penelope appears before the
suitors, drawing gifts. Theme: Cunning & Disguise.
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Book 19 Book 20
Penelope interviews the disquised Odysseus. Nurse Eurycleia Omens of doom appear. Theoclymenus prophesies the suitors'
recognizes him by his scar. Theme: Cunning & Disguise. deaths. Theme: Fate & Free Will.
RN J
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Book 21 Book 22
Penelope proposes the bow contest. Only Odysseus can string the Odysseus reveals himself and slaughters the suitors with
bow. Theme: Glory & Honor. Telemachus, Eumaeus, and Philoetius. Theme: Piety & Justice.
\_ J _J
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Book 23 Book 24
Penelope tests Odysseus with the bridal bed. They reunite. Theme: Odysseus visits his father Laertes. The suitors’ families seek revenge;
Cunning & Disguise. Zeus orders peace. Theme: Fate & Free Will.
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Symbols & Motifs

(
Odysseus's Bow

Symbol of rightful kingship and masculine identity. Only the true
king can string it.

4 )

The Shroud of Laertes

Penelope's weaving and unweaving represents loyalty, cunning, and

the suspension of time.

Disguise & Recognition

Odysseus is repeatedly disquised and recognized — identity is
earned, not given.
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Food & Feasting The Sea
Hospitality (xenia) is sacred. Eating the wrong food (Circe's meal, Poseidon’s domain represents chaos, divine punishment, and the
Cattle of the Sun) signals moral failure. obstacles between Odysseus and home.
g \ J
4 4 )

The Olive Tree Bed

Rooted to the earth, the immovable bed symbolizes the permanence
of home and true marriage.
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Ah how shameless — the way these mortals
blame the gods. From us alone, they say, come
all their miseries, yes, but they themselves, with
their own reckless ways, compound their pains
beyond their proper share.

Theme: Fate & Free Will.
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Calypso... tried to hold me back... So did Circe...
But they never won the heart inside me, never.
So nothing is as sweet as a man's

own country.

Theme: Memory & Grief.
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11 /Book 13— Athena

You terrible man, foxy, ingenious, never tired
of twists and tricks — so, not even here, on
native soil, would you give up those wily tales
that warm the cockles of your heart!

Theme: Cunning & Disguise.
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Key Quotes
ch

Three, four times blessed, my friends-in-arms
who died on the plains of Troy... Would to god
I'd died there too... A hero's funeral then,

my glory spread by comrades.

Theme: Glory & Honor.
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By god, I'd rather slave on earth for another
man — some dirt-poor tenant farmer who
scrapes to keep alive — than rule down here
over all the breathless dead.

Theme: Glory & Honor.
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What good sense resided in your Penelope...
The fame of her great virtue will never die. The
immortal gods will lift a song for all mankind,
a glorious song in praise of self-possessed
Penelope.

Theme: Glory & Honor.
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Key Quotes (continued)

1o o —
You should be ashamed yourselves mortified
in the face of neighbors living round about!

Fear the gods' wrath — before they wheel
in outrage and make these crimes recoil on

Some of the words you'll find within yourself,
the rest some power will inspire you to say.
You least of all — | know — were born and

reared without the gods' good will.
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heads.
= your heads "
EI_ a Theme: Piety & Justice. =] h Theme: Fate & Free Will. =]
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5 The belly’s a shameless dog, there’s nothing No fear of the gods who rule the skies up there,
= worse. Always insisting, pressing, it never no fear that men's revenge might arrive
E‘ lets us forget... It blots OUt all the memory someday — now all your necks are in
= of my pain, comrr:)andlng, Fill me up! the noose — your doom is sealed!
o
:hllﬂl ™ Theme: Memory & Grief / Symbol: Food. ] H Theme: Piety & Justice. =]
cl
EI_ L=l Jool lp
= Now that royal Odysseus has taken his revenge,
E let both sides seal their pacts that he shall reign for life...
o Let peace and wealth come cresting through the land.
o
Icl H Theme: Fate & Free Will. i
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Relevance to
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THE HERO’S JOURNEY — JUSTICE, ACCOUNTABILITY & POWER — IDENTITY & SELF-RESTRAINT —

Odysseus's arc from pride-swollen The suitors' abuse of hospitality and Odysseus's repeated use of disguise
warrior to humble, wise homecoming Penelope's treatment mirror and his hard-won self-discipline
figure remains the template for contemporary debates about speak directly to modern questions
modern storytelling — from film to entitlement, institutional about authenticity, social
literature. The tension between accountability, and the abuse of power performance, and the discipline
ambition and belonging resonates in by those who believe they are above required to achieve long-term goals
every generation. conseqguences. over short-term gratification.

g . g N J

L4

)
The Odyssey endures because it asks timeless questions: Who are we without home? Y
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™ What do we owe the gods — or fate? And how much of our suffering is our own making? &
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Relevance to C

THE HERO’S JOURNEY —

Odysseus's arc from pride-swollen
warrior to humble, wise homecoming
figure remains the template for
modern storytelling — from film to
literature. The tension between
ambition and belonging resonates in
every generation.
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JUSTICE, ACCOUNTABILITY & POWER —

The suitors' abuse of hospitality and
Penelope's treatment mirror
contemporary debates about
entitlement, institutional
accountability, and the abuse of power
by those who believe they are above

consequences.
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IDENTITY & SELF-RESTRAINT —

Odysseus's repeated use of disguise
and his hard-won self-discipline
speak directly to modern questions
about authenticity, social
performance, and the discipline
required to achieve long-term goals

over short-term gratification.

A J J
!"f’ The Odyssey endures because it asks timeless questions: Who are we without home? “"{4
™ What do we owe the gods — or fate? And how much of our suffering is our own making? &
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The Hero's Journey

A framework identified by Joseph Campbell in The Hero with a Thousand Faces (1949)

Return

Initiation The hero returns with new knowledge

Departure The hero is tested in the strange new and/or the power to aid others.

The hero leaves their life behind. world.




