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About J.K. Rowling
Early Life

Born near Bristol, England; father an aircraft engineer, mother a science 

technician

Wrote fantasy stories from an early age

Attended University of Exeter, studying French and Classics

Career

Worked for Amnesty International in London; later taught English in Portugal

Moved to Edinburgh; completed teacher training while writing Harry Potter

Publishing & Legacy

Published in 1997 (UK); only 1,000 copies initially printed

Also writes crime novels as Robert Galbraith



Historical Context

Harry Potter is set in 1990s Britain, and academics have argued the wizarding 

world mirrors tensions of that era. Scholar Lana A. Whited notes that the 

conflict between "Mudbloods," "pure bloods," and "Muggles" echoes Britain's 

racial and class divisions. Philip Nel suggests the unflattering portrayal of the 

conventional, materialistic Dursleys reflects Rowling's reaction to British family 

policy, which privileged straight married couples as the norm — while Rowling 

herself was a single mother. Consequently, Harry's strongest bonds are built on 

"affection and loyalty" — the chosen family he finds in Ron and Hermione — 

rather than traditional family structures. The novel thus uses fantasy to 

interrogate very real social anxieties.

NOTE:  The term "Mudbloods,”, along with “pure-bloods,” are only introduced in 

The Chamber of Secrets. Malfoy uses “our kind” and “the other sort”. While 

people will probably remember the term from the movies, this distinction 

should be noted if students are only asked to read Book 1.



Plot Summary

1The Boy Who Lived

Baby Harry survives Voldemort's curse; parents killed. 

Dumbledore places him with the Dursleys to grow up away 

from fame. 2 Hagrid's Revelation

On Harry's 11th birthday, Hagrid reveals he is a wizard, delivers 

his Hogwarts letter, and takes him to Diagon Alley the next 

morning to London for the school supplies.3Hogwarts Begins

Harry befriends Ron and is sorted into Gryffindor. After saving 

her from a mountain troll in the girls’ bathroom, they also 

befriend Hermione Granger. 4 The Mystery Deepens

The trio discovers the dog guards the Sorcerer's Stone — made 

by Nicolas Flamel — and suspects Snape of trying to steal it for 

Voldemort.5The Final Confrontation

Harry, Ron, and Hermione battle through enchanted rooms. 

Harry faces Quirrell — who hosts Voldemort — and secures the 

Stone. Dumbledore reveals Lily's love protected Harry.

The novel ends with Gryffindor winning the House Cup and Harry returning to the Dursleys — but now with friends, belonging, and love.



Major Characters

Harry Potter

Humble, brave orphan who discovers his 

magical identity at 11. His humility and self-

sacrifice define him as the hero.

Ron Weasley

Harry's loyal best friend. Longs to outshine his 

brothers; sacrifices himself in wizard's chess so 

Harry can advance.

Hermione Granger

Brilliant but rule-bound at first. Her intelligence 

saves the trio repeatedly; she grows into 

selflessness through friendship.

Albus Dumbledore

Hogwarts headmaster and moral authority. 

Guides Harry subtly, encouraging humility and 

rule-breaking for the right reasons.

Voldemort / Quirrell

Supreme antagonist, embodying greed and the 

lust for power. Survives parasitically on Quirrell, 

who is ultimately destroyed by Harry's love-

given protection. 

Note that the name “Voldemort” literally translated into 

French means “flight of death” (full correct phrase: “vol de 

la mort”), which gives us a clue as to his role in the story. 

He attempts to achieve immortality through dark means, as 

if trying to vanquish or drive death away.

Hagrid

Groundskeeper and father figure to Harry. 

Introduces Harry to the wizarding world with 

warmth, love, and loyalty.

Supporting Characters

Professor Snape — Potions teacher; appears villainous but is 

actually protecting Harry

Draco Malfoy — Arrogant rival; foil to Harry's humility

Professor McGonagall — Strict but fair; recruits Harry for Quidditch

Neville Longbottom — Nervous classmate who finds courage by 

standing up to his friend

Minor Characters

Nicolas Flamel — 666-year-old creator of the Sorcerer's Stone

Molly Weasley — Maternal figure who helps Harry reach Platform 

9¾

Firenze — Centaur who saves Harry in the Forbidden Forest

Lily & James Potter — Harry's parents; their sacrificial love protects 

him eternally



Themes

Magic, Difference & Belonging

Harry's transition from the Muggle world 

to Hogwarts mirrors any child's journey 

from isolation to belonging. Magic is a 

metaphor for embracing what makes you 

different.

Love, Family & Friendship

Lily's sacrificial love literally protects 

Harry. Ron and Hermione become his 

chosen family — friendship is as powerful 

as blood ties.

Power, Greed & Desire

Voldemort's hunger for power corrupts 

absolutely. Even innocent desires — like 

Harry's longing for his parents in the 

Mirror of Erised — can become dangerous 

obsessions.

Humility & Self-Sacrifice

Harry, Ron, and Hermione each put others before themselves. 

Humility is the key virtue — it is literally what allows Harry to obtain 

the Sorcerer's Stone.

Rules & Rebellion

Harry breaks rules consistently — but only to do what is morally 

right. Dumbledore rewards this, arguing that conscience outweighs 

blind obedience.



Symbols & Motifs

🪄 The Sorcerer's Stone

Epitomises how power corrupts. Voldemort craves it for 

immortality and infinite wealth. Harry seeks it only to protect 

others — his selflessness is the only way to obtain it.

🪞 The Mirror of Erised

"Erised" is "desire" spelled backwards. It shows the viewer's 

deepest wish — Harry sees his dead parents. Dumbledore warns 

that men have gone mad staring into it, showing how even pure 

desires can be dangerous.

🧥 The Invisibility Cloak

Belonged to Harry's father James; gifted anonymously by 

Dumbledore with the note "Use it well." Represents the necessity 

of breaking rules for the right reasons — Dumbledore's implicit 

endorsement of moral rebellion.



Chapter-by-Chapter Analysis
Each chapter's key moment is mapped to a central theme.

01

Ch. 1–3: The Dursleys & The Letters

Theme: Belonging. The Dursleys' obsessive 

"normality" isolates Harry. Letters flooding the 

house signal the wizarding world reaching out 

— Harry's difference is not a flaw but a destiny.

02

Ch. 4–5: Hagrid & Diagon Alley

Theme: Love & Family. Hagrid becomes Harry's 

first true father figure. Diagon Alley transforms 

Harry's "dangerous nonsense" into something 

that makes him special and connected.

03

Ch. 6–10: Hogwarts & New 
Friendships

Theme: Rules & Rebellion. Harry breaks rules to 

defend Neville (earning a Quidditch spot) and to 

save Hermione from the troll. Each 

transgression is rewarded because it is morally 

justified.

04

Ch. 11–13: Quidditch, Flamel & The Mirror

Theme: Power & Desire. Harry grows obsessed with the Mirror of Erised. 

Dumbledore warns that even virtuous desires can be maddening. The 

Sorcerer's Stone is identified — and its association with greed 

established.

05

Ch. 14–17: The Final Quest

Theme: Humility & Self-Sacrifice. After serving detention for helping 

Hagrid hide a dragon, Harry discovers Voldemort surviving on unicorn 

blood and decides to stop him from stealing the Sorcerer's Stone. 

Crossing the trapdoor's obstacles with the help of Hermione's logic and 

Ron's heroic chess sacrifice, Harry advances alone to confront Professor 

Quirrell, who is hosting Voldemort's spirit. Because Harry wants to protect 

the Stone rather than use it, the Mirror of Erised delivers it to him, and 

Lily Potter's lingering sacrificial love burns Quirrell on contact, forcing 

Voldemort to flee.



Key Quotes

"It would be enough to turn any boy's head. Famous before he can 

walk and talk!... Can't you see how much better off he'll be, 
growing up away from all that until he's ready to take it?"

— Dumbledore, Ch. 1 | Theme: Humility. Dumbledore's decision to 

raise Harry among Muggles preserves the humility that will 

ultimately save the wizarding world.

"It shows us nothing more or less than the deepest, most 

desperate desire of our hearts... Men have wasted away before it, 
entranced by what they have seen."

— Dumbledore, Ch. 12 | Theme: Power & Desire. Even innocent 

longing — Harry's wish to see his parents — can become a 

dangerous, consuming obsession.

"There is no good and evil, there is only power, and those too 

weak to seek it."

— Quirrell/Voldemort, Ch. 17 | Theme: Power & Greed. Rowling 

refutes this philosophy by having Harry — the embodiment of 

goodness — reject it entirely.

"To have been loved so deeply, even though the person who loved 

us is gone, will give us some protection forever."

— Dumbledore, Ch. 17 | Theme: Love & Family. Lily's sacrifice is 

the novel's ultimate moral: love is the most powerful magic of all.

"Books! And cleverness! There are more important things — friendship and bravery." — Hermione, Ch. 16 | Theme: Friendship. Hermione's growth 

from rule-follower to self-sacrificing friend is complete.



Key Facts & Extra Credit

Key Facts

Full Title: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

Written: 1990–1995 (Manchester, Porto, Edinburgh)

Published: 1995 (UK); 1998 (US, Scholastic, $105,000 auction)

Genre: Children's fantasy / Contemporary fiction

Setting: England & Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry

Climax: Harry secures the Stone and prevents Voldemort's return

Antagonists: Voldemort, Professor Quirrell, Draco Malfoy

Point of View: Third person

Related Literary Works

C.S. Lewis's The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe — children 

transported to a magical world

Roald Dahl's James and the Giant Peach — orphan living with cruel 

relatives

Roald Dahl's Matilda — ordinary child discovers extraordinary 

powers

Charles Dickens — character names that express personality traits

Extra Credit

Rowling wrote a sketch of the final chapter of Book 7 within the 

first year of writing

As of 2018, published in 75 languages, including Latin and Ancient 

Greek



Relevance to Contemporary Life

Identity & Belonging

Harry's journey from isolation to community resonates with anyone who 

has felt "different." The novel argues that embracing what makes you 

unique — rather than suppressing it — is the path to belonging.

Prejudice & Inequality

The "Mudblood" caste system mirrors real-world racism and class 

discrimination. Rowling's wizarding world holds up a mirror to social 

hierarchies that remain urgently relevant today.

Chosen Family

In an era of fractured traditional families, Harry's "chosen family" of Ron, 

Hermione, Hagrid, and Dumbledore affirms that love and loyalty — not 

blood — define true family.

Power & Corruption

Voldemort's rise — fuelled by fear, followers, and the promise of power — 

echoes the mechanics of authoritarianism. The antidote, Rowling argues, 

is always humility and love.



Key Takeaways

🪄 Magic as Metaphor

Magic represents the excitement of discovering where you truly 

belong — a universal coming-of-age experience dressed in fantasy.

❤️ Love Conquers All

Lily's sacrifice is the novel's moral core. Love — not power — is the 

ultimate force for good, and the definitive difference between Harry 

and Voldemort.

🤝 Friendship as Protection

Harry could not have reached the Stone without Ron and Hermione. 

Friendship is not just emotional support — it is the practical means 

by which good overcomes evil.

⚖️ Rules Serve Conscience

Dumbledore rewards Harry not for breaking rules, but for doing 

what is right. Moral courage — even when it defies authority — is the 

highest virtue.

For further immersion, students can watch The Super Carlin Brothers on YouTube for breakdowns and analysis of all Harry Potter books.


